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The ordinary and extraordinary Mi- 
niſters of the Church conſidered. 
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Epheſ. 4. 11. Aud be gave ſome— Evangelift, 


F Deſign at this Time is, with the Help 
of God, to conſider the. diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
raters of the Evangeliſis, who are com- 
monly numbred among the Extraordinary 
Officers, which Chriſt beſtowed on his Church for 
- ſpiritual Benefit, quickly after his Aſcention into 
eaven. | ted ge 


As theſe Evangeliſis are commonly numbred among 
the Extraordinary Officers of Chriſt ; ſo I pp 
them to be thus ranked juſtly. For, upon a careful 
Examination of the Paſſages of the New-Teſtament, 
which ſpeak' of, or refer to, them, I lock upon them 
to have been a Sort of Officers peculiar to the Apoſie- 


lie Age: And ſo they may be reckoned, in ſome 


reſpeas, to have been Extraordinary Officers; tho! all 


the diſtinguiſhing Characters of Extraordinary Officers, 


given by ſuch as have had the Apaſtles and "Prophets 
principally in their Eye, will not be found to agree 
exatly to them. | 


Again; 


6 The ordinary and extraordinary 
in, when I fay, that I look upon the Evan- 

5e to have been a Sort of Officers peculiar to the 
Apoſtolic Age, I don't intend, that there ought not now, 
and in every Age, M.ſſionaries to be employed in 

opagating 'te Goſpel, in fuch Places, and among ſuch 
Pots, as have not yet received it; or having re- 
ceived, have corrupted it, with an Intermixture of 
damnable Doctrines: But what I intend is only, that 
neither ſuch Miſſionaries, nor any other Officers that 
are, or can be now employed, in the Service of Chriſt, 
are Officers of the ſame Sort with the Evangeliſts 
in the Apo/tolic Age; but differ from them in fome 
important Reſpects, as will appear in the Sequel of 


J would only premiſe further, that the Account we 
have left us, on ſacred Record, of the Bu/ine/s of the 
Evangeli/ts, and the Gifts and Powers by which they 
were accompliſhed for it, are not ſo particular, as 
the Account we have of the fame Things, concern- 
ing the Apofths and Prophets; and therefore we muſt. 
de content to be at Uncertainties about more Things 
relating to the Evangeliſis, than to any other Extra- 
erdmary Officers of Chrift, 5 


The Name Evangeliſt ſignifies one who bringeth, or 
telletʒh good News. So that, if we conſider the Name 
only, we may think him like the Angel, who came 
upon the Shepherds. Luke 2, 10. A Bringer of - good 
Tidings of great Foy to all People, where he comes. 


The Name, I think, occurs but three Times in 
the New-Teſtament: * And in neither of the Places 
where it is mentioned, is there any Thing added, to 
pry out the particular Buſineſs of the Officer called 


it, 
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Indeed, from my Text and the following Verſe, 
we know, that our bleſſed Lord gave ZEvangeli/ts, as 
well as Apoſtles and Prophets, for the perfecting 425 the 
Saints, for the Wark of the Miniſiry, and for the 251 
of the Body of Ghrift : And, from the Apoſtle Paul's 
charging Timothy to do the Work of an Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. 
4. 5. we may reaſonably conclude, that there was 
fome ſpecial Work, which properly belonged to the Of- 
ficer ſo called. But what this Work was, we are 
left to gather from other Paſſages of Scripture ——In 
order to which I would obſerve negatively, 

1. That the Work and Duty of an Evangeliſt ſeems 
not ordinarily ts have been to * Bun 1 found 
Churches, as many have thit, For we are not built on 
the Foundation of the Evangeli/ts, (according to the 
Uſage of the Word in the New-Teſftament) but of 
the Apo/iles and Prophets. Apoſtles and Prophets are the 
Foundation-Stones in the Temple of God, And there- 
fore Evangeli/ts are placed after them, tho' before Pa- 
tors and Teachers, in the Verſe which contains my 
Text. We find only Philip among the Evangeliffs 
preaching Chriſt, where he had not been preached 
before. And this was to Samaritans, and not Ha- 
then. — But to ſpeak more poſitively. — 9 


2. The ordinary Mort of an Evangeliſt, J take (in ge- 
eral) to have been, to Water what the Apoſiles had plant- 
ed. They ſeem to have been the Attendants and Meſ- 
ſengers of the Apoſtles, in ſome Meaſure, as the A- 
poſtles of the Circumciſion had been the Attendants 
and Meflengers of Chriſt himſelf. "The Harveſt, eſ- 


pecially among the Gentiles, was great, and the Apofio- 


lic Labourers, at leaſt in that Part of it, very few. And 
therefore it was neceſſary, that ſome ſuitable Perſons 
_ ſhould generally attend the Apoſtles in their Travels, 
that they might be fully acquainted with the Apoſtle's 
Dectrine (at a Time when it was not yet committed 
5 ; ; to 
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5 The ordinary and extraordinary 
to Writing) and with their manner of Life and Preach- 
| Ing; that fo they might inſtruct others, in what they 
themftlves had learned, Theſe the Apoſtles uſed to 
fend as Meſſengers to the Churches, which they them- 
felves could not be preſent with, on the ſeveral Mef- 
fapes they had to ſend to them, or Enquiries which 
they had to make about them. The Apoſtle Paul 
uſed Mark, Luke, Timothy, Titus, Silas or Silvanus, Epa- 
phroditus and others, on ſuch Occaſions. Theſe were 
great and neceſſary Helps to the Apoſtle in his Work; 
as they were alſo to the Churches, where they were 


ſent. 


Sometimes the Apaſile wanted to be informed of the 

State of the Churches, which he was forced to be ab- 
ſent from; and ſent an Evangeliſt to them, that he 
 amight know their State, and be comforted ; as we read 


Sometimes the new Converts needed Comfort under 

a fiery. Trial of Perſecution, which had befallen them. 
Fherefore the Apoſtle ſent Timothy to the Theſſalonians, 
to effabliſh them, and comfort them concerning their Faith; 
that no Man ſpould be moved by theſe Affiiftions. 1 Theſe 
* 22 3- & 


Sometimes they ſeem to have been too forgetful of 
what the Apoſtle had taught them.—And for this 
Cauſe (faith he) to the Corinthians, have I ſent unto 
you Timotheus, who is my beloved Son, and faithful in 
the Lord, who ball bring you into Remembrance of my 


Ways which be in Chrift, as I teach every where in every 
Church. 


* 


In fine, ſometimes the Apoſtle ſeems to have ben 
called away from a Place, before he had had Time | 
fully to ſettle good Order, and proper Officers in it. | 
Thus, for this Cauſe (faith he to Titus) left I theeat | . 
| | fs Gr eie, 


Crete, that thou ſbouldgſi ſet in Order the Things that are 
wanting (or left undone, às in the Margin of our Bibles} 
and ordain Elders in every City, as I bad appointed thets 
Titus 1. 5. And, for much the ſame Reaſons, he ſeems 
to have left Timothy at Epheſus: As alſo, that he might 
Charge ſome, that they ſhould. teach no other Doctrine; nei- 
ther give heed to Fables, and endleſs Genecalogies, which 
miniſter Quęſtions, rather than godly Edifying, 1 Tim. I. 3, 4. 


| Now in all theſe, and many other Inſtances, which 
might be mentioned, it appears, that as the Evangeliſis 
were ordinarily Attendants on the Apg/tles in their 
Travels; ſo they were ſent by them, hither and thi- 
ther, with ſuch Meſſages and Inſtructions, as the Emer- 
gencies of the new gathered Churches called for; and 
that in theſe their Miniſtrations they ated as the A- 
poſtles Delegates, by Commiſſion, and according to 
Inſtructions received from them, who were under the 
infallible Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt. But ſo much 
for the ordinary Work and Duty of . Evangeli/is, The 
next Thing is to conſider, v0 | N 


3. With what Gifts and Powers from on High they 
were endued, to qualify and accompliſh them. for their Works. 
But here, I think, the Scriptures are almoſt, tho“ not 

altogether Silent. However, as the Commiſſions they 
were frequently charged with, required great Degrees 
of Prudence in the — = of them; and as it was 

highly neceſſary that no Man ſhould deſpiſe them; 

but that they fhould be received with great Reſpect 

and Defference by the Churches, to which they were 
ſent; we may very well conclude, that they were 
large . Sharers in ſome of the beſt of thoſe Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which were ſhed forth ſo abundantly. 
upon Believers in the Apoſtles Days. And particu- 
hrly, that they were endued from. on High with fach 
Gifts as would be moſt uſeful to them, in executing: 
the Commiſſions they were ſent upon; ſuch as the 
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9 Te ondinary and exiraordingry.”” _ 
Gift of Tongues, and that of deſcerning Spirits too, where 


tt” 


— 


— needſul that they ſhould ordain many Elders in 
the Churches. And fome of them probably had the 
Gift of Prophecy alſo, For it is expreſly faid of Silas 
{who was firſt ſent by the Council at Teruſalem, from 
thence to Amioch, and afterwards taken by Paul for 
his Attendant, when he went to viſit the Brethren in 
every City, where. he had. preached the_ Word of the 
Lord) that be was a Prophet, As 15: 32. And we 


are aſſured that Philip the Evangeliſt had the Power 


* working Miracles, from what we read 47s 8. 6, 7. 
hat the People of Samaria with one accord gave heed 
zo the Things which Philip ſpoke, hearing, and ſeeing the 


Miracles which he did. For unclean Spirits, crying with 
Bud Voice, came out 5 many that were poſſeſſed; and 
many taken with Pa 

dtaled, © + 


lies, and that were Lame, were 


But whatever Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt the Evangelifls 
might have conferr'd upon them; yet it ſeems plain, 


that they had not any Revelation. of De&trines ; or, beſure, . 


not of the whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Religion made 


ta them; but received their Knowledge of 1t from the A. 
paſtes. For Timothy, whom (from his being ſo much 


more improved by the Apoſtle Paul than any other 


" #Evengelift) we may very well ſuppoſe to have been 
one of the moſt Eminent. for Gifts among them, was 


nevertheleſs to hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, which 


he | had heard of Paul. + And to continue in the Things 


which he had learned, and had been aſſured of, knowing 75 


wohem he had learned them. And the Things which 


bad heard of Paul, before many Mitneſſes (and not any 
new Revelations made to himſelf) he was to commit o 


faithful Men, ; who ſhould be able to teath others alſo. 4 15 


And both Timothy and Titus were to ſet the agel 


Things in order, not by any Revelation made to them 


; | ſelves; 
— — i. | — 
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5 ſelves 3 but accoru, g to the Directions given them, 
when. the Apoſtle left them at Epbeſus and Crate; of 
which the Apoſtle ſent - them. by Letter #fterwards ; 
of which, I think, we have full roof! in Paubs e 
to Tinotly and T, Ba: REA ad It 

I hall add no more at egen, concerning * Frang, 4 
lifts, in the Scripture Senſe uf the Word. But ſhall 5 a 
obſerve, that there is another Senſe of it N in 
Ecilefiaftic Authors, who have Yann this Name te 
the four Writers of the Hiſtory of. the 2 2 and Death 
of ou. bleſſed 2 Fam ff us Chi whom tway 
namely Matthew and were e of our Lord, 
and the two others, ark and Like, were Evangelifts 
properly ſo called, according to the Scripture age of 
the Word; as 1 bavo obſerved before. | | 


And nom, if (as you have heard) the c. were 

a Sort of Officers peculiar to the Apaſtolic Age; if they 

were ordinarily Attendahts on the Apoſtles in their 

Travels, and were ſent by them hither and thither 

with ſuch Meſſages and nſtructions, as the Emer- 

gencies of the new gathered Churches called for; you 

will eaſily conclude, that the Itinerants and Exhorters, 
who have once and again overrun this, and the - neighbour- 

ing | Provinces. and Colonies, were no E pangely its in the 
Scripture Senſe of the Mord, as fome S of them; have pre- 

tended. to be. The Primitive Evangeliſts had no ſpe- 

cial Relation to any particular Church, but were gi- 

ven 'by the great Head of the Church, at that Time, 

to be unfired Officers ; whereas the Ttinerants - among 
us, Who had ever been ordained (Which was. the Caſe 

of moſt. of them) had been ſet in a ſpecial, Relation 

to a particular Flock, and had been charged to take 

Þeed fo. that Flack ; ; and fred it, as ever r ofa 

| .... » contult 
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12 The ordinary and e. WT din ary 
conſult the ſafety of their own Souls. The P rimi- 
tive Evangeliſis were ſent to vilit the Churches by in- 
Hired Apoſtles, and conducted themſelves according to 
the Inſtructions they had received from them; where- 
as our Itinerants have neither Commiſion, nor fpe- 
cial Inſtructions for their Conduct, either from God, 
or Men authoriſed by Him; but have run and prophe- 
fied of their own Heads, without being ſent by any 
Lawful Authority. —Again, the Emergencies ' of the 
Churches made ſuch an Officer as an Evangeliſt, at 
that Time, highly needful. For you are to. remem- 
ber, that during the Time we have an. Account of 
the 1 of Evangeliſis, but few of the Books 
of the New Teftament were written; ſo that the 
prdinary uninſpired Miniſters of Chriſt, had, at that 
Time, no perfect written Directory, how to behave 
themſelves in the Church of God, upon all Emer- 
gencies: And the inſpired Apoſtles (from the very Na- 
ture of their Work) could be but little preſent 
With the Churches they had gathered; from whence 
there could not but ariſe a Multitude. of Occaſions, 
on which it would be abſolutely neceſſary for them 
to ſend well qualified, and well inſtructed Delegates, 
to direct both ordinary Minifters, and their Churches, 
under Difficulties, and ſet in Order Things that were 
Wanting, or going into Confuſion.— But now the 
State of Things is quite changed. We have no 
inſpired Officers, like the Apoſtles, to ſend Delegates 
with unerring Directions to Miniſters, or People, un- 
der Difficulties ; nor is there any need that we ſhould 
have ſuch; for now that the Books of the New Teſ- 
tament are completed, and in eyery Man's Hands, 
we all have a perfect written Rule, both of F aith 
1 5 n ſo that every Man of Gad, if the Fault 
b not his own, may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
an el goed Nr. pee Sheri; 


F may very well add, that as the modern Vinay 
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| Miniſters of the Church conſidered. 13 
bears no Reſemblance of the primitive Evangeliſt; ſo 
it is very obſervable, that his Practice is directly con- 
trary to that of an Apoſile. The Apo/ile did not thruſt 
himſelf into other Mens Labours, F nor did he boaſt in 
another Man's Line of Things made ready to his Hand; 
but rove to preach the Goſpel, where Chriſt was not 
named, left he ſhould build upon another Man's Founda- 
tion. But the Itinerant (with whom we have had 
to do) conducts himſelf, as if the Charge, which 
Chri/t gave the Twelve, when he firſt ſent them forth 
to preach (tho' he reverſed it after his Reſurrection) 
was continually ſounding in his Ears; Go not into 
the Way of the Gentiles, and into any City of the Sama- 
ritans enter ye not. f For he labours not at all for 
the Converſion of Heathen ; and but very little for 
fuch Chriſtians, as are ſo deſtitute of Miniſterial In- 
ſtruction, as renders their Caſe almoſt as compaſſion- 
able, as that of Heathen ; but he is in Labours moſt 
abundant, where his Labours are leaſt wanted ; that 
is to ſay, He ftrives to preach the Goſpel chiefly, where 
he dare not deny, that it is fully and dill preach- 
ed already; tho' he hath never yet been able to pro- 
duce any Precept (now in force) or Example from 
the Word of God, to countenance fuch Sort of Itine- 
rancy. THis is ſuch a Behaviour, asiGis difficult not to 
aſcribe, to ſame very different Motive from that of 
a juſt Concern for the Good of Souls: | 


And it is truly aſtoniſhing, thats Plopte; wh 0 con- 
ticker at all, ſhould encourage ſuch a Practice. For 
to what Purpoſe did the Apoſtles ordain Elders in 

%. every: Church, & if notwithſtanding the ſolemn Charge 

given thoſe Elders, to take heed to, and feed all the Flock 
c over which the Holy Ghoſt had made them, .Querſeers, 
© they might, whenever they pleaſed; leay ” lock 
„to take Care of itſelf, and wander fr Town to 
il or and from — to hom A where "Of- 
| N | , hcers 
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4 The ordinary and extraordinary . 


« ficers were already ſettled, and the Goſpel fully and 
< faithfully. preached ; and might thruſt themſelves in- 
& to other Men's Labours, and boaſt themſelves in another 
Man Line, of Things made ready ta their Hands ? Are 
the People of New-England willing, that every one 
of their Miniſters ſhould claim it as his | d:ſputabls 

« Palle to do ſo? To leave them when he pleaſes, 
and as long as he pleaſes, and go where he pleaſes, 
« and. try how far he can inſinuate himſelf into the 
6 Aﬀections ..of other People and Churches? If they 


« would not approve ſuch a Conduct in their own 


« Miniſters, nor have others encourage them to it; 
let them put it ſeriouſly to their Conſciences, whe- 
« ther they are now doing, as they would others fpould 


4 do to them, when they are ſo much encouraging the 


« Grand Itinerant in ſuch a Practice, by continually 
« locking in Crouds from all Quarters to his Lec- 


c tures ? * 5 
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bitefield affirms of every Goſpel Miniſter. Letter 
See this Matter largely illuſtrated in 2 Letter to Mr. | 


Miniſters of the Church conſidered, 15 


As a Freſervative againſt this dangerous Diſtemper, 
now again becoming Epidemical, I cannot give you 
better Advice, than carefully to read, and copfider, 
what hath formerly been publiſhed, againſt the Con- 
duct and Writings of Him, who firſt ſpread the In- 
fection among us. Befides the Teſtimony of the 
immediate Governours of this Society, I recommend- 
to your attentive Peruſal, the Declaration of the Rec - 
tor and Tutors of Yale College, I Dr. Ghauncy's Sefongbl 
The'ts, with his Letter to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield; and 
if you look over my Letter to him alſo, I hope, you 
will not find the Time ill fpent. As no Anſwer hath 
ever yet been attempted to moſt of theſe; ſo, ſetting 
aſide what I haye been concerned in myſelf, with 
reſpe& to the reſt, I am very free to ſay, I am ſtrong- 
ly perſwaded that no Good Anfwer ever will, or ever 
can, be given to them. The ev. Mr. Ihitefield haths 
upon many Occaſions, ſhewn himſelf not backward ta 
reply to what hath been written againft Him, when 
he hath tho't, he could do it with any Advantage. 


And now, I cannot conclude without exhorting you, 
my Children, the Students of this Houſe, moſt ear- 
neſtly, to behave yourſelves fo, both towards God, 
and towards Man, as may effectually wipe off the 
Reproaches, which have been caſt upon this Society: 
_ Particularly, that you would maintain fuch a Reſpect 
to the good Laws of it, and to all the worthy Go- 
vernours, that no Man may be tempted PI to 
Fs | __ DES: ays 


on b 4 
F ac : 8 Wy” 8 3 TIES 


I Perhaps at firſt Glance it may be tho't uncharitable by 
fome, that I recommend his. becauſe it charges Mr. Whirefie/d 
with bad Deffgns, as well as bad Principles. But whoever reads 
it without Prejudice, I believe, will find the Charge well fup- 
ported, by Paſſages from bis own Writivgs. | | 
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16 The ordinary and extraordinary * 
ſay, or even to think, & that Diſcipline is at too low an 
EI; and eſpecially, that you would maintain ſuch a 
ſerious Senſe of God, and our holy Religion upon 
your Hearts, and expreſs it ſo evidently in your Lives 
and whole Converſation, that no Man may ever have 
the Face to tell the World again, that & we are not far 
ſuperior for Piety and true Godlineſs, to ee Uni ver ſities, 
at are funk into meer Seminaries of” Paganiſm, where 
Chrift and Chriſtianity is ſcarce ſo much as named. — 
If you evet do any Thing to juſtify ſuch a Reproach, 
know, that it will be at the Peril F your own Souls; 
and that you will never be able to plead in Excuſe 
of your Sin, that you have not had better Inſtruction 
1 faithful Warning. 5 | 


. 3 
5 Theſe Things, and ſeveral others as bad, Mr. Whitefield 
told the World of us in Print, about fourteen Years ago, and 
hath never to this Day made any Chriſtian Satisfaction for 
the vile Slanders. As for the Acknowledgments, which he 
is reported, by ſome, to have niade in his two laſt Sermons 
at Boſton, they were only Words, which vaniſhed in the Air. 


. If he was ſincere, and tho't himſelf in Conſcience bound to 


make them, and that they were ſo full, that we ought to reſt 


ſatisfied in them; how can he anſwer it to God or Man, that 


he did not put them into Print, as he did his Slanders? But 
if his Acknowledgments were only an artful Set of Words, 
contrived to amuſe and deceive his admiring Hearers ; we 
may depend upon it, that they will never ſee the Light. We 
know very well, that Mr. Vhitefeld underſtands how to make 
a Confefiion, when he hath a Mind to do it; and can tell 
Where he hath ſaid in Print, upon a very trifling Occaſion; 
compar'd with this, that © he had aſked both of God and him * 
Pardon years ago.—And tho' hejfelieved both had forgiven him, 
© yet be truſted he ſbould never 


par d. Pag. 26, 27. e 


. En 


* af 
r 
* 


That is, Mr. /;//y, the Perſon injured 7 


able to forgive himſelf ,— As it 
© avas a PUBLICK FAULT, h it ſhould be PUBLICKLY c- 
© KNOWLEDGED'; and then hanke a hind Providence or giving 
© him that Opportunity of doing-it.” Vid. Remarks on a Pam 

phlet intitled, The Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and; Papiſis com- 
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x Obr. 1 12. 5991 hi all Suna: tre all Pro: 
Dbets? Are all" Teachers? ee 


2047 10 * * 
JN the 8 e the Holy Ae runs a 
beautiful Compariſon, between the Body Naturul, 


and. the e which - om the: gt vary x ot 


* Sai: nds Ti Aer art Wan into -Particulats ; - bis 
the Subſtance of it, ſo fat as it relates to ithe Sub⸗ 
ject I intend, you may take up thus; that as, in the 
natural Bech of 'a Man, God hath: ſet a great 'Varie« 
ty 'of Members, in a uſeful Subordination to one a- 
nother, and as it would be monſtrous in the Body 
natural, if one Member ſhould thruſt itſelf into the 
Place, and attempt the Buſineſs of another; and much 
more if the whole Body ſhould ſtrive for the Place 
and Buſineſs of one of its ſaperisur Members: So al- 
ſo it is in the Ghurch, which is the Body of Chriſt) 
For ſaith He, Gad hath ſet ſome in the Oburch, fit 
Apaſiles, ſecundarily Prophet thirdly Teachers, &. and. 
then follow the Words of my Text in the next Verſes! 
Are all Apaſiles? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachats ©: - 
No verily; every Man's Conſcience muſt anſwer, chat 
this would be as monſtrous, and as contradictory to 
the Appointment of God, as if the whole Bouy Wes 

og were an Eye or 8 3 hath ſet < 
8 1 


S > 


Thel andirury 40d Avifeordiuary '" 
in his Church, and hath aſſign'd their reſpective Places 
and Duties to them, and therefore 20 M's pay. * 


ye Hmwars to be, aun 5 DIV 
7 2 0 


The Tedthing® Officers of * Eialick's ate Hot ihe Lg. 
ventions of Men; but the Appointment of God. They 
are our aſc ded. Savigur's precious Gifts to Men, as 
we read 5 118 8, Is. where we have 2 compleat 

ration of them. hen he aſcended up on high, 
faith the Apoſtle, he gave Gifts to 7 fox 7 —＋ he , 
Mes; and ſome Prophets; and ſame Evangeli/ts ; 
5 2 e Pen 2 2 Theſe are all the Of- 
fees Whick wers ever giveh by our aſcended Lord, 
for the perfecting of the Saints, fer the Work; of the 
Miniſtry, for the edifying of — Body of brift. I 
ſay, that theſe were the only Officers, which ip 
ver: n. for theſe: Purpoſes. For it is evident, that 
d Nes ur Haw. poder oh ferue Tables, and not 
give \themfelves 10 the Minitry af the Mora, Acid 6. 
ber And if there be another /tated Officer in the Church 
a Chriſt by 'divine Appointment; as many pious and 
learned Men ſeppoſe, it is plainly none of his Buſineſs 
de ü, in the Ford and 1 but only te ſde to 
it that he ral weill 1 Tim. g. 17. 80 that the Miniftyy 
of Reconciliation was committed by: Chriſty aſter his 
 Aﬀcention' into Heaven, wholly and only to the A. 
taffles,' Prophets, Ewunyekſts, + at and 5 ere 
; ht then 8 to _ ee tion 
And newz it a =. hr * 8 r 
Officers theſe were, which Chriſt beſtowed on his 
Church, for its: fpiritual Benefit, when he withdrew 
his-own Bodily Prefence ftben it; I thall endezvour, 
hy che Help of God, to chers you what. their diſtin- 
guithing: Characters were, as — as the Times will. 
allow me, which will be only to ſay, hn gener: 7.01 
bat of 2 tham wore. extraordinary anid others ons: 
4 Of the latter Sort, ate cmmonly feck- 
E 9 and f the: firmay ches 
AS, 


AT + + 


Miniſtetsof the Church confideftd. g 
Apoftles, Prophits and Evangeh/ts, The Character and 
Buſineſs of an Zvangahf, | as deſcribed in the News 
Teſtament, you may femember, I coufidered in my 
laſti Diſcourſe ;. wherein I alſo took Care to — . 
that the modern {tinerant bears no Reſemblance' 


him, tho“ he has bad Preſumption enough to . 
himſelf under his rate" and cal himſelf wy) his 


N * 5 


* ſhall thetafats, at #his: Time, — 9 Diffe- 
rence between the ordinary. and extraordinary Off 
of the Church, with ai ſpecial; View to the diſtin- 

guiſhing. Characters of: the Apg/tes and. Prophets.. Now 

Diſtinction between theſe, and the erdinary teaching: 
Offrcers:: of the Church, conſiſted e in the 
| N which follow 3 namelys - vi we 


0 Their. Call 10 22 and Geile for * DiÞ 

charge of it : Theſe in the extraordinary Officers were 
both, for the moſt Part, immediately from Chriſ him 
felf ;- as was the Caſe of the Eleven, Apoſtles, whom. 
Chriſt firſt called to follow him, that they might be 
Eye and: Ear-Witneſles of his Life, Doctrine, Mis - 
—— Sufferings, Reſurrection and Aſcention; and 
then ſulemnly commſſioned: them, before his final De- 
parture from them, to go. and male all Nationt Diſciplis, 
baptixing them, &c. And very much like this was " 
Caſe of the Apoſtle Paul, who aſſures us, Gal. 1. 12, 
that he was an Apoſtle: nat of Men, neither by Mun, 
but- by: Jaſus Cbriſt, and Gad the: Father. And that he 
neither received of Man, the Goſpel . which" he: preachedy, 

2. Was be taught it, but of the Revelation "oy Te 5 

N. * 8 


| Os. 53 Joi Intervention) ok Man was, at any 53 
made uſe of in appointing an extraordinary Officer, 


it was: of fuch Men as were under the eien f 
Gad; as in the Caſe of chooſing Matthias, to take 


_ = the PP} from. which Judas by: [Dranſs 
C2 | greſſion 


120 The ordinary and extraordinary. 


much as other wiſe and good Men to the exerciſe 


greſſion fell. Act 1. 25. And yet, notwithſtanding what 


Was propoſed. by Peter, and acted by the 1g of the 


Apoſtles, in that Caſe, it is obſervable, that Matthias 
was finally choſen by Lot, that the Affair might be left 
to God's, Deciſim; nor did the Apoſtles preſume to 
ſeperate him to the Work by Ordination. 


Again, much the ſame Things may be affirmed of 
the Prophets. For fince their Character was to ſpeak, 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt; and none 
could tell whom Chriſt would be pleaſed thus to move 
by his Spirit, unleſs it was divinely revealed to them; 
it is evident from the very Nature of the Thing it- 
felf, that none could be called and commiſſioned to 
the Office of a Prophet, otherwiſe than by God and 
Chriſt immediately; or by ſuch Perſons as were in- 
2 by them. Whereas the ordinary Officers of the 
urch, were, and ſtill may be, from Age to Age, 
called and ordained by meer Men, without any im- 
mediate Divine Direction, by virtue of a ſtanding 
Power of preſerving and perpetuating itſelf, left by 
Chriſt in his Church, as might eafily be ſhewn, if I 
had Time to enter upon that Subjett. Again, 


2% The extraordinary and ordinary Officers of Chriſt. were 


_ diſtinguiſhed by the Kind. of Aſſiflance, from the Holy Spi- 


Tit, requifite to the Diſcharge of their reſpectiue Offices. 
| 8 | | | 


For the extraordinary Officers were nece arily under 
the infallible Guidance of the Spirit of God, in their 


| Jacred Miniſtrations. 1 


I fay, in their ſacred Miniſtrations only, becauſe it 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that God gave his Spirit to 
any of them, as he did to Chriſt their Lord, without 
Meaſure, and to reſide conftantly in them, as an in- 
fallible Director in all Things; but in the Concerns: 
of this World, they were ordinarily left, perhaps,  as- 


of 


— 


Miniſters of the Church conſidered. =o 


of their own Prudence; and ſo were liable to Miſ- 
takes and Miſcondua, as well as other Men; 
[except it wege in one Caſe, viz. that of being called 
before {ra or Heathen Rulers, for Chriſt's Name 
fake. For upon ſuch an Occaſion as this, the Apaſtlen, 
at Jeaſt, were ſolemnly charged by Chriſt, nat 10 pre- 
meditate what they ſhould ſay; and were as expreſly 
promiſed the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
5 they were in any of their ſacred Miniſtrations what · 
Oever. | | f 


. Ye /hall | be brought, ſays our Lord t6 his Apoſtles, 
Mat. 10. 18, 19. before Governours and Kings, for my 


Sake, for a Teſtimony againſt them and the Gentiles. But 


when they deliver you up, take no Thought how, or what 
ye ſhall ſpeat, for it ſhall be given you in that ſame 


Hour what ye fhall fpeak.— For it is not ye that ſpeak, 
but the Spirit of — Father which ſpeateth in JO 


And again, Luke 21. 14, 15. Settle it in 


not to meditate before, what ye ſhall anfiver. For 1 will 5A 


give you a Month, and Wiſdom, which all your Aduer- 


ſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay nor refit. 


+1 have taken the more particular Notice of this 
exempted Caſe, becauſe ſome have been ſo weak, or fo 


diſhoneſt, as to plead theſe Prohibitions and Promiſes 


of our Lord, in Vindication of ſuch ordinary Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, as preſume to pre 


without 


previous Study and Meditation, when they have had 
Opportunity enough for them. Whereas it is mani- 
feft, that theſe Prohibitions and Promiſes were given 


by our Lord, not to his ordinary, but to his extraor- 


dinary Officers; and that they. have no manner of 
Reſpect to their preaching the Goſpel, but only to their 


2 ® Tt is hoped that the Subſcribers, who heard this Diſcourſe, 
will think what they ſee in Crochets, to be of Importance 
enough to be inſerted here, tho for Brevity 

ted in preaching. 


defending. 


* 


s ſake it was omit- 
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faid unto them; + and ſhould guide them into all Truth; 


22. The ordinary and extraor dindry | 


defending themſelves, when accuſed before the Jemiſn 


and hen Powers, for the Name of Chriſt. And 
tho it was elſewhere promiſed . to the ſtles, that 
the Holy Ghſi ſhould teach them all Things, and bring 
all Things to their Remembrance, whatſoever ( had 


which Promiſes, no doubt, reſpect the Aſſiſtances they: 
ſhould have in publiſhing the Doctrines of Jeſus Chrift: 
to the World, whether by preaching or Writing; 
yet the Apoſtles themſelves are never charged to take. 
no Thought how, or what, they ſhould Preach; or 
to ſettle it in their Hearts not to meditate before hand, 
in any other Caſe but that of. i for them- 
ſelves, when brought before Kings and Nulers. ] 


But to return from this Digreſſion; excepting in 
this one Caſe which hath been mentioned, the extra- 
ordinary Minifters of Chriſt, I think, were not cer- 
tain of the infallible Guidance of his Holy Spirit, 
in any Thing, but their ſacred Miniſtrations. And in 
theſe I have ſaid they were neceſſarily under it. By 


which neceffty I intend only, that the Duty of the 


extraordinary Miniſters of Chriſt was ſuch, as could 


not be performed without the. infallible  Afſflante of 


the divine Spirit. 

Wich reſpet to the Prophets, the Truth of this is. 
ſelf evident. For ſpeaking by Revelation, and fore-. 
telling Things to come, neceſlarily ſuppoſe a Perſon. 
to. ſpeak, net in the Words which Man's Wiſdam teach 
eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. Again, with 


reſpect to the Apo/tes, it is eaſy to obſerve, that ſince: 


| | | - bt 2 


they were to publiſh: the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt to 


the World, ſo. fully and clearly as that the uninſpirad 
Man of God might be perfect, 


to every good Work; ſince many Articles of this. 


Religion are ſuch, as could never be diſcovered; by 


7 n 


* r 9 NE ( K * 


* 


furniſned un- 


+ John 14. 26. f Jobn 16. 123. 
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Miniſteis of the Church conſidered. 23 
ne unaſſiſted Exerciſes of human Reafon ; and ſince, 

during Chrift's bodily Preſence' with his Apoſtles, he 
bad many. Things 0 fay to them, which they could not 
then bear ; and ſince many Things which he did 
ſay unto” them, might eaſily flip their Memories, or 
not occur to their Minds, when they had moſt Oc- 
cation for them; it was 'thetefore impoſſible, that 
they ſhould fully diſcharge” the great Work: they were 
ſent upon, unleſs they bad the Holy Ghioſt to teach 
them. all 'Things, and to bring all Things to their Re- 
membrance which Chriſt had ſpoken, as they might 
have Occaſion for them: And for theſe Purpoſes the 
Holy Ghoſt. was expreſly ' promiſed to them by their 
Lord, ra abide with thim for euer; and e them 
_ all 2 Feat, 145 * N c 


"Dui — the hey "as of Chriſk 1 were : an 
no noceſf of. ſuch an infallible Guidance of _ 
Spirit of 0 in their Miniſtrations. The fan 
ing Oer the Spirit, it is true, they heeded; os 
well as the extraordinary Officers, in order to an Har 
9 of their Duty. But if they were 

los What was Duty, and what was not, as 
— a1 the- Books ef the New: Teſtament were all 
written; and publiſned hy the Ypo/tles and Evangeii/is, 
they: had theſe. to repair to, together with the Scrip- 
tures of the Oli Tgſtanmmt, ai an inſallible and perfect 
Rule, 705 of Faith and Prafiice And before the 
e&tion of the Books of the New: Ta/tament, 
they had the A4pofies themielves to conſult, as fo many 
le Noſe of Ged. And therefore there was no 
ab ſaluti 8 , that the ordinary Miniſters of Chriſt 
mould be ünder the infuilibl Guidance of the Spirit 
of "God in "ni facred . Miniftrations. + And from 
hence ariſes another DiſtinQtion between the extravr+ 
_ e N N org of: OI hah 42 


——ʒ— UN—ꝓ—— 
So . 14. 16, 7 John 16. 1 3 


24 The vrdinary and ertraoridunry 
3. That ſuch -Gifts and Powers were neceſſary for 
Us finer, - 9 for the latter. The acl 
nary Officers of Chriſt came to the People with a 
thus - ſaith the Lord. They ſpoke, in their publick 
Miniſtrations, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And they were under his infalhble Guidance in what 
they ſpake, ſo as to ſpeak, not in the Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth. And therefore they expected, and ſo did 
God alſo, that the People ſhould receive and obſerve 
what they ſpake, as divine Oracles. e 


7 


And yet, it never was the Duty of Mankind to 
believe every one, whom they looked upon as a good 
Man, to ſpeak by immediate Revelation, only upon his 
own Word, as often as he had Aſſurance enough to 
affirm he did; and they, upon enquiry into Circum- 
ſtances, could perceive Meno deſign of Fraud. For be- 
ſides the ſtrong Deluſions ſuch Men might be liable 
to themſelves, this would open a wide Door for every 
bold Impoſtor, who could hypocritically make; a fair 
ſhew of Religion, to impoſe- upon the World almoſt 
any Imaginations of his own; Heart which be pleaſed. 
And in ſuch a State of Things, there would ſoon 
have been a Multitude of -Inſtances of good Men 
drawn away 3 Deceivers, to act directly con- 
trary to the Will of God revealed in the Scriptures. 


For many falſe: Prophets went forth into the World, 
even in the early Days of Chriſtianity; deceitful Mort 
ers, ' transforming tbemſelves ' inta the Mimfters ef Chriſt, 
and endeavouring to feduce, if poſſible, the very Elect; 
upon whoſe Account the People of God were ſo- 
lemnly warned and charged, not to believe every Spirit, 
but to try the Spirits, whether they were of God. 1 Fobn' 
4. I. And therefore it was abſolutely neceſſary, that the 

extraordinary Officers of Chriſt, who really were com- 
miffioned and ſent by Him, to publiſh his Life, Doc- 
trines and Precepts to the World, under the 1 
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Ble Guidance of his Holy Spirit, ſhould. be endued 
with ſuch Gifts and Powers from on. high, as might 
effectually diſtinguiſh hem, from all deluded Enthuſiaſts, 
and bold Impaſtors whatſoever. And accordingly, . as 
many as preached the Goſpel with the Holy Ghoſt 
ſent down from Heaven, always had God himſelf to bear 
them Witneſs, both with Signs and Monders, and with 

divers Miracles, and Gifts of the Hoh Cheſt. Feb. 2. 4. 


But the ordinary Officers of Chriſt, who came un- 
to the People only with a thus faith the Scriptures 
were under 10 neceſſity of vow 2 Preaching, ats 
teſted by ſuch extraordinary Gifts and Powers. It was 
warrant enough for the Truth of what they ſaidz 
if it was agreeable to Moſes and the Prophets, and 
to the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles of their Lord. ' 
who were not directed immediately by the Holy Ghoſts 
but ſpake in Words of their own conceiving, and 
according to their beſt Underſtanding of the written 
Word of God, had no Authority to publiſh any new 
Doctrines, or Rules of Life; but their Duty was to 
conſult the divine Oracles, for what they were to 
preach, and keep cloſe to them; and it was eaſy 
for thoſe. who heard them to ſearch the Scriptures, and 
fee whether the Things ſpoken by themes Were ſo or nt. 


4. The extraordinary Officers of Chrift Were diftinguiſbed 
Fo the ordinary, by the Authority with which they ſpakes 
The Authority of the former was infallible; the Au- 
thority of the latter not ſo. The extraordinary Officers 
being under the immediate Gnidance of the Spirit of 
Truth, it was impoſſible they ſhould: be deceived them- 
felves; or that they ſhould teach Falfhoods for Truth 
to others. What our Lord ſaid to his ſeventy Diſes= 
les, when he ſent them two and two before his 
Face, into every City and Place whither he himſelf 
would come, was ſtrictly true of all his extraordinary 
Officers; He that hcareth you, heareth me; and he that 


deſpifeth yous deſpiſeth os atk that * 


26 The ordinary and extraordinary 
Seth him that ſent me. For the Works which Chriſt 
enabled them to do, bear Witneſs of them, that 
Chriſt had ſent them. The Goſpel preached by them 
came not in Word only, but alſo in Power and in 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore ought to be received, 
and ſubmitted to, by all who heard it, not as the 
Word of Man, but as, indeed it was, the Word of Gad. 


They had Authority to declare the Abrogation, 
even of many of the Laws of Moſes, and the Sub- 
ſtitution of others in their Room; tho' Moſes had re- 
ceived all immediately from God himſelf. For they had 
as numerous and as marvelous Evidences of their 
Miſſion and Inſpiration from God, as ever Moſes had. 
And therefore no Man might diſpute or doubt their 


Authority more than his. 


But, with reſpect to the ordinary Officers of Chriſt, 
the Caſe: was not ſo. A Judgment of Diſcretion 
might very allowably be uſed, concerning the Doc- 
trines and Precepts delivered by them. For they, not 
being under the infallible Guidance of the Spirit of 
Truth, were liable, as well as other Men, to be de- 
ceived themſelves. And, thro' the remainders of Cor- 
ruption dwelling in them, they might be ſometimes 
tempted to impoſe that for Truth upon others, whick 
they themſelves did not believe to be ſo. And there- 
fore the ordinary Officers of Chriſt have not, nor ever 
Had, Authority to make any Alterations in Religion. 
But all Things delivered by them, are carefully to be 
compared with the written Mord of God; and fo long 
as the Scriptures of the New Teſtament were not yet 
compleated, and the Apoſtles of our Lord were {till 
living, they were to be compared with their preach- 
ing alſo; and ſo far as they agreed not with theſe, 
there was no Light in them, nor was any Faith or 


| Obedience due to them. | 


— 
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I ſhall mention but one Thing more in which the 
extraordinary differ'd from the ordinary Miniſters of 
Chriſt; and this was, 


5. In the unconfinedneſs and extent of their Commiſſion. 
The Commiſſion of the Apo/iles was, Go ye into all the 
Warld, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature.“ G 
| make all Nations Diſciples, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you. 1 Their Commiſion was unlimited and 
univerſal, not only in reſpe&t of Power, to diſcharge 
all acts of Religion, relating either to Miniſtry or Go- 
vernment; but alſo in reges of Place, not being con- 
fined to any particular Province or Country, but ſent 
to all the Morld. Again, 5 


As for the Evangeliſis, we find them removing from 
Place to Place, as God directed them by Angels, or 
by his Spirit, or as they were fent hither and thither 
by the Apo/tles. | Thus we read of Philip's being ſent 
by an Angel towards Gaza, and caught a by the 
Spirit to Azatus.Y- And ſo we read of dan, left 
for a Time at Epheſus, and Titus in Crete, and of 
others ſent to Corinth, and other Churches by the 
Apoſtle Paul, as I have obſerved in the preceeding 
Diſcourſe. | 


In fine, tho' we don't find any ſuch particular 
Accounts, either of the Commiſion, or of the As of 
the Prophets of the New Teſtament, yet as they were 
under the immediate Conduct of the Spirit of God, in 
what they preached; ſo we may very well conclude 
they were, in what they acted with reſpect to their 
"Reſidence or Removes from Place to Place. = 
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them in the Lord: 


2 The ordinary and extraordinary 


But for the ordinary Miniſters of Chriſt, the Caſe was 
zbidely een F 8 as, in the Aut Times. of Cbriſ- 
tianity, God ſet Apaſiles and other extraordinary Offi- 
cers in the Church Catholic; ſo, if we may collect what 
was the Will of Gd from the Practice of his holy 
5. we may aſſure ourſelves, that they appointed 
Elders to be ordained in every particular Church, and 
that the Buſineſs of theſe Elders was not to go into 
All the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture ; but they were ſolemnly charged to take heed to 
all the Flick, over whom the Holy Ghoſt had made them 


Overſeers ; to feed the Church of God, which he had pur- 


chaſed with his own Blood. T They had each of them 
their particular Charge aſſigned to them, and were not 


entruſted with the Care of al! the Churches promif- 


cuouſly, And the other Members of the Churches 


were to obey them that had the Rule over them, and to 
ſubmit themſelves. I They were to know them that were over 
p 22 to efteem them very highly in 
Love for their Waork's Sake. || Every Church was to be 


ſubje to them, who were its .own Officers by divine 


Appointment, and not to the Officers of other Churches; 
and much leſs to ſuch as were no Officers at all. 
And every ordinary Officer of Chriſt was to have a 
Church, over which the Holy Ghoſt had made him 
an Overſeer, to all of whom he muſt take heed and 
feed them, as ever he would take heed to himſelf ; 
or conſult the ſafety of his own Soul. And this Li- 
mitation of Commiſſion, and Fixedneſs of Reſidence, 
ſeems to have been one of the moſt remarkable Things 
in which the ordinary Officers of Chriſt were diſtin- 


| Fanden from the extraordinary, during the Apoſtalick Age. 


dor at a Time when many private Chriſtians, where 


the | Apoſtles came, ſeem to have had ſome ſpecial 
Gift of the Spirit conferr'd upon them, by the lay- 
ing on of their Hands; there is little Doubt to be 


mad e; 
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made, but that the ordinary Officers of Chrift were often 
Jarge Sharers in theſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the Powers which accompanied them. "Bar however 
gifted they might be, they were not commiſſioned to 
go into all the World {without ſome new and ſpecial 
deſignation from God, or Men authorifed by bim 
but were fixed in their Poſts, and charged to take 
heed to the particular Flocks over which the * 
0 Ghoft had made them Overſeers. 


Or if any of them were at any Time FRET 
from their Charges, and ſent to preach the Goſpel 
2 either by the direction of an Angel, or "of 

the Holy Spirit, or by the command of an Apoſtle, 
they then ceaſed to be ordinary, and put on the Cha- 
Maler of extraordinary Officers, 


And it deſerves to be remarked, that the Apoſtles 
_ themſelves, notwithſtanding their being ſent to the 
whole World, yet for the more ord executing of 
their Conni they are ſaid by the Ancienis to 
have parcelled the Word among . And the A- 
poſtle Paul ſtrongly intimates, that ſomething of this 
Nature was of divine Appointment, where he ſpeaks of 
the Meafure of the Line which God had diſtributed to 
him, and declared that he s not 0 4 Things with- 
eut his Meaſure, that is, of other Men's Labours. 2 Cor. 
2 13. 15. And elſewhere he ſays, that he had ffriven 

to preach the Goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, leaſt *: 
he Should bujld upon another Man's Foundation. Rom. 15. 20, "7 


Thus I have laid before you, as far as I can per- 
ceive Light from the Scriptures, the princ — Diffe- 
rences between the extraordinary and the ordinary Offi- 
cers, which Chriſt beſtowed on his Church, for its 
ſpiritual Benefit, when he withdrew his Bodily Pre- 
ſence from it, by aſcending into Heaven. 


oth there were Time for it, I might proceed to ſhow, 
ow 
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how the Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſis, were diſ- 
tinguiſhed from each other, as well as from the ordinary 
Paſtors and Teachers ; which would lead into the 
Conſideration of many Things very proper to be tho't 
upon in the preſent Times. But I muſt content my- 
ſelf only juſt to obſerve, 


1. That from what you have heard, you may learn, 
that you ought not to eſteem any Man an extraordinary 
Officer of Chrift, _ God bears him Witneſs in ſome 

anner, as he did to the. Holy A.- 
poftles, Prophets and Evangeliſtis. If any Man come 
now with any more than a thus ſaith the Scripture, 
or thus faith the Lord, in his written Word; if any 
Man pretends to ſpeak as the Spirit gives bim Ut- 
terance, or to be under the immediate Direction of 
the Spirit of God in his Speech and Preaching ; you 
may : conclude him to be a bold Deceiver, or a Man 
hy over to ſtrong Deluſions to believe a Lie, if 
God don't enable him to prove the Truth of what 
he pretends to, by Prophecy, or Miracle, or in ſome 
fuch extraordinary way. None ever yet preached the 
Goſpel with the Holy Ghoſt, ſent down from Hea- 


ven, but God bore them Witneſs with Signs and 


Wonders, Miracles and Gifts of the Holy | Ghoſt. 


2. You may learn what to think of ſuch ordinary 
Officers, as inſtead of taking heed to themſelves, and 
to the Flocks over whom the Holy Ghoſt had made 
them Overſeers, wander after the Flocks of their Bre- 
thren, and ſpend their whole Time in feeding them; 
and alſo what to think of ſuch, as take to themſelves 


the Honour of Officers of Chriſt, without being ever 


called thereto, either by God, or Men commiſlioned 
by him; and who with a Form of Godlineſs creep 
into Houſes, and lead the Simple Captive. Both theſe 
are ſuch Buſy-bodres, in other Men's Matters, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1 Peter 4. 15. The original Word 
Allatr z0-eprjcapai, is more expreſſive than our T ranfla- 
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2 tion repreſents it. For it properly ſignifies, ſuch as 
tale upon them the overſight of another Man's Charge. And 
| the Apoſtle ( putsthem in the ſame Liſt with Thieves and 
t AHurderers: No doubt, becauſe that, as we have found 
5 by ſad Experience, they ſteal the Affections and Hearts 
of the People from ſuch as they ought to eſteem high- 
ly in Love for their Office Relation to them; and 
ſo are in danger of Murdering precious Souls, if not 
by poiſoning them (as ſome have done) with perni- 
cious *Principles ; yet by drawing them into a dire& 
Contradiction to the Duties which Chrift requires of 
them, to their rightful Paſtors. T would therefore in 
Compaſhon to the Souls of many, who may have been 
too much inclined to countenance, encourage and give 
heed to ſuch ſeducing Spirits, recommend to their 
ſerious Conſideration, that ſolemn Prediction and 
Warning from God, 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4. After their own 
Luft, ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching 
Ears. And they ſhall turn away their Ears from the 
Truth, and ſhall be turned into Fables, We have ſeen 
this Prediction ſadly verified. God grant that his whole 
People may take Warning, and not become Examples 
of the fulfilment of it any more. | | 
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* There are two Inſtances of this Sort, with which I think 
Mr. Whitefield ſtill ſtands chargeable ; for tho' he hath been 
told of them many Years ago, yet I cannot learn that he hath ' 
ever yet retracted them. And fo long as his Errors remain 
in Print, and no Man can ſhew any Retractation in Print to 
confront them, he will be tho't to continue in the ſame Mind: 
And as far as his Writings and Influence reach, his Errors 

will ftill be doing Miſchief. Suppoſing him to have retrac- 
ted and condemned theſe Errors a hundred Times in Conver- 
ſation, or even in the Pulpit ; yet thouſands and ten thouſands. 
have ſeen, and will ſee his Errors in Print, who will never 
know any Thing of thoſe verbal Retractations. Now, if a 
Man unhappily ſpreads Infection, and hath a Remedy by him 
which will certainly prevent moſt of the dangerous Effects of 
Kt; is it poſſible he ſhould keep a good Con/erence, if he don't 


ule 
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uſe kis utmoſt Efforts to communicate the Remedy, as fat is 


| he hath ſpread the Infection? 


But I obſerve theſe Things upon a Suppoſition, which I 
have no Reaſon to make: For I have not heard that Mr. 
Whitefield hath ever retracted the Errors I have in view, in 
Mord, any more than by Writing. And frnce they are both 
of them of a oft pernicious Tendency, and many People ſeem 


ready to receive every Thing which comes from that Gentle- 


man, with implicit Faith; I think it my Duty, before I with- 
draw my Hand, to take ſome Notice of them. 

The firſt is what we find in his Joarnal when at Boſton, in 
the Year 1740. Thurſday October gth, where, after he hath 
told as, © that he ſaw a great Number of Miniſters fitting a- 


round and before him, and that the Lord enabled him to 


© open his Mouth boldly againſt unconverted Miniſters ; for 
be was verily perſwaded the generality of Minifters talk of 
an unknown and unfeſt Chriſt ;* he adds, And the Reaſon 


© evhy Congregations have been fo dead, is on they hae had 


© dead Men preaching to them.” With what Temper either Ni- 
arfters or People; have read, or ought to read, the foregoing Paſ- 
ſages, I ſhall not ſtand to ſay now, having ſpoken ſomething 


of theſe Paſſages in my Letter to Mr. Whitefield nine Years 


ago. But this laſt, That the Reaſon why Congregations have 


been fo dead, 15 becauſe they. haue had dead Men preachin ts © 


them, I believe many a fupid Sinner hath read with ſecret Plea- 
ſure, and thank d him in his Heart, for thus transferring the 
Blame to his Miniſter, and ſo far excuſing him for his unpro- 


fitableneſs under the ſound preaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


is very true indeed, that if a Miniſter hath nothing of * 


Life and Power of Religion in himſelf, it will be no ſtrange 
Thing if the People are too much like the Prie. But then, 
on the other Hand, it is moſt notoriouſly falſe, that if a Con- 
gregation be dead, the Reaſon muſt be, becau/e they have had a4 
dead Miniſter preaching to them, The Author of the Epiltle 


to the Hebrexvs tells them, that the Word preached did not pro- 
fit their Fathers, not being mixed with Faith in them that heard 
it. Heb. 4. 2. But you never find an Apoſtle, or Prophet, or 
any other inſpired Perſon, telling the People, that he Word 
preached did not profit them, becauſe their Preachers were dead - + 
Mer. And much leſs do they ſay fo, when the Preachers have 
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ho ſymptoms of Death upon them, unleſs the ſtupidity and 
deadnels of their Hearers may be accounted one. 


If it was a Doctrine of Truth, that the Reaſon why People 
are dead, is becauſe they have a dead Miniſter, what ſhould we 
think of our See Lord himſelf ? For the Complaint cf the 
Prophet, Iſai: 53. 1. Who hath believed our Report ? and to 
ewhom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? is expreſly applied to 
Him in the New Teſtament. John 12. 38. And is it not in 
his Name, that the ſame Prophet complains, Jai. 49. 4. I have 
laboured in vain, I have ſpent my Strength for nought ? And yet 
he ſays in the next Verſe, 7ho' Iſtael be not gathered, yet ul 
be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord. | 


How often do we find theſe eminent Prophets, 7/aiah, Fere- 
miah and Ezekiel, lamenting the unfucceſsfulneſs of their 
Preaching ? Whereas the Ninevites, both King and People, re- 
pented at the preaching of Fonah, a Man of ſo perverſe a Tem- 
per, and ſuch ungovern'd Paſſions, that one would almoſt ſuſ- 
pect he will be found at the Day of judgment among them, 
who will cry, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy Name #' 
To whom our Bord will anſwer, I never knew you, depart from 
me ye that work Iniquity. Let theſe Things teach znprofitable 
Hearers to take the Blame to themſelves, and not think to /&:/# 
it offi to ſuch as have ſpoken the Word of the Lord: unto 
them; whoever may have encouraged them to do otherwiſe. 


The other anretracted Error of Mr. Whitefield, which I pro» 
poſed to take Notice of, is in his Sermon of Srarebing the 
Scriptures, Page 246. Where he © appeals to the Experience of 
© every ſpiritual Reader of holy Writ, whether or no, if he 
* conſulted the Word of God in the manner he there pre- 
* ſcribes, he was not at all Times, and at all Seaſons, as plain- 
y directed how to act, as tho' he had conſulted the Urim and 
Mummim which was upon the High Prieſt's Breaſt? And in 
the following Paragraph of the ſame Page, he extends this 


plain Directiamto all Circumſtances and Places, tho' never ſo 


— 1 minute, never ſo; particular?“ Concerning the Falſehood of 
this Doctrine, I have ſuid enough in my Letter to that Gentle- 
man, Page 17, 183 1g. I ſtall therefore only ſpeak a Word 
here, of the fazal{ Eich of it among ourſelves. The Sepera- 
illi from our Churches (if they; have not been greatly miſre- 
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preſented) generally ſwallowed the Poiſon, and fondly fancied 
themſelves under ſuch plain Direction in all they did; and this 
hath rendered their Recovery (for the preſent at leaſt) altoge- 
ther hopeleſs. For to what Purpoſe can it be to reaſon with 
them, who imagine themſelves as plainly directed how to act, as 
tho' they had conſulted the Urim and Thummim upon the High 
Prieſt's Breaſt ? Perhaps length of Time, and ſad Experience, 
by the Grace of God, may convince them hereafter, that they 
have had no ſuch plain Direction. But till then, we may very 
well fear, from ſuch Inſtruction as many of them have put 
themſelves under, that the poor People themſelves, and their 
Children with them, will be az/royed for lack of Knowlezage. 


N. B. I have forborn making any Remarks upon Mr. 
Whitefield's injurious Treatment of the Minifters of New- Eng- 
land, not for want of that Reſpe& and Affection for them, 
which I think they generally very well deſerve ; but becauſe 
a Gentleman in the Country, in two Letters publiſhed in the 
Bofton Evening- Poſt (if J miſtake not, during the Height of 
Mr. WWhitefield's Popularity in Boffon) confidered that Subject 
in ſuch a Manner, as hath rendered it needleſs for ae to add 
any 'Thing upon it. 


The Reader is deſired to correct the following Errors of the 
Preſs, being the moſt material. | 


P. 12.1. 19. dele zo. P. 13. I. 25. for His, read This; and 
after as, inſert r. At the Bottom of the Page for Mat. 15th 
read 1oth. P. 20. 1. 23. in the Margin, inſert 2dly. P. 22.1. 3 
from the Bottom, for thereby, read thoro'ly. P. 24. 1. 17. dele 
bad. P. 31.1. 3. fer Aprſiles put, read Apoſile puts. 
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